Whatever happened to the USSR?
Christopher Binns

It is now twenty years since the Soviet ‘empire in Eastern Europe collapsed, followed by the collapse of the
Soviet Union itsdf in 1991. All this seems ‘inevitable’ now, but was it redly so, and what have been the
consequences of the collapse of this country which had such a huge impact on the 20" century, both for the
post-Soviet area and the rest of the world? In broad terms the lectures will cover the following themes.
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What was the Soviet system and what problems did it face in the 1980s? Were the problems insoluble?

Gorbachev's reforms and the dissolution of the USSR: was Gorbachev's project redigic? What
actudly brought about the collgpse of the Sate?

The emergence of the Russan Federation: Ydtsan's early years. The redities of power, the impact of
'shock therapy' in economic trangtion, relations with the West after the 'end of the Cold War';.

The pattern of independence in the non-Russian republics: a survey of the different responses in the
non-Russian republics to the problems of independence (the Bdtic, the Savic republics, Centra Asa
and the Caucasus).

From Ydtsn to Putink  Russads new role in the world: the revivd of quas-Soviet authoritarian
governance and Russas new economic strength and political assertiveness.

In each lecture we will look both at interna events and at their internationa context and implications.

Christopher Binns has forty years experience as a specidist on the politics and culture of Russia and eastern
Europe, having lectured on the politics and modern higory of this region at the univerdties of Manchedter,
the London School of Economics and Political Science and the European Univeraty (Budapest). He is a fluent
Russian spesker and has visted Russa many times.
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